PROGRAM | 2026 MN Fall Expo Educational Sessions/Curriculum | Shakopee, Minnesota

Day 1, Wednesday, October 7, 2026

7:00a.m 		Registration/Check-in, Continental Breakfast, Exhibits 
		

8:30a.m. –  9:30a.m.	Concurrent Sessions
			
			From Hire to Retire   
Ballroom		Stacy Martin, Outreach & Education Specialist, PERA
This session is designed for new PERA members, those who are close to retirement, and			everyone in between. The PERA pension is discussed in detail, including how it fits into an		overall retirement plan. PERA’s pension benefit options, life changes that affect PERA, decisions		members must make, the retirement application process, and self-service tools are highlighted.

MSRS Benefits	
Triple Crown Suite	Eric Smith, Retirement Specialist, Minnesota State Retirement System 
This session will provide an overview of the three MSRS benefits including pensions, deferred comp, and the Health Care Savings Plan. 


9:45a.m. – 10:45a.m.	Concurrent Sessions

			Decarbonization Strategies: Unlocking the Potential of B100
Ballroom	Lisa Pedderson, President, MEG Corp | Skyler Carpenter, Fleet Manager / Shop Supervisor, MnDOT District 8 | Marisa Bayer, Sustainability Manager, City of Edina 
This session provides a look at biodiesel—its characteristics, benefits, cold weather operability, and common questions and misconceptions. You will also learn how B100 (100% biodiesel) can perform throughout the year, even in winter, thanks to an advanced fuel system upgrade from Optimus Technologies that integrates into existing engines or into new vehicles for factory-fit installation. A wide range of medium-to-heavy-duty fleets across the country in a variety of applications have successfully implemented this technology. Learn more and hear how MnDOT Wilmar and City of Edina have incorporated B100 into their fleet of snowplows, helping them to significantly reduce their carbon emissions, while keeping the power and performance of their diesel vehicles.
		
			From the Field to the Plans	 
Triple Crown Suite	Carolyn Fackler, Project Manager & Debra Brisk, PE | DRB Consulting
You know the system better than anyone — what breaks, what slows you down, and what really needs fixing. This session shows how your field experience can shape better projects, cut future maintenance headaches, and make improvements that actually stick. You’ll learn simple ways to get involved from start to finish so your voice is heard where it matters.  


11:00a.m. –  12:00p.m.	General Session
			
			Winter Weather Update                                          
Ballroom	 	Nicholas Carletta, Lead Forecaster, National Weather Service			
			Of all Minnesota's seasons, winter has the biggest impact on surface transportation due to 				snow, ice, high winds, blowing snow, and extremely cold temperatures. This presentation will 				discuss the outlook for the upcoming winter, the types of winter weather hazards we experience				 in Minnesota, an overview of how forecasts are prepared, and how you can use National 				Weather Service products to be better prepared for winter weather.


12:00 p.m.  		Lunch, Education Session & Expo Door Prize Drawings
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Day 2, Thursday, October 8, 2026

7:00a.m 		Registration/Check-in, Continental Breakfast, Exhibits 


8:00a.m. –  9:30a.m.	General Session
			
			Load Securement
Ballroom		Minnesota State Patrol Representative
Load securement overview from State Patrol – description pending.


9:45a.m. – 10:45a.m.	Concurrent Sessions
			
			OPERA Innovations: Digital SPOT Training, Message Board/Warning Lights
Triple Crown Suite	City of Minneapolis – Public Works: James Landsberger, Public Works Equipment Training				 Supervisor; Nicole Beecroft, Program Assistant; Monique Fish, Field Support Manager
	City of Waite Park – Public Works: Zack Dubay, Public Works Supervisor; Tyler Eisenschenk, Foreman; John Mueller, ADDCO
Digitizing the Snowplow Operator Training (SPOT) process will replace slow, paper‑based documentation with a streamlined, iPad‑enabled platform that improves accuracy, compliance, and record accessibility. This modernization frees trainers to focus on operator readiness and safety while strengthening operational efficiency across public works.

The compact message board/work truck warning lighting seeks to address work zone safety concerns faced by public works staff with inattentive drivers on the road. They city will install the 3-in-1 traffic regulator on the main street patching truck, which meets both size and cost requirements. 

			MnDOT’s Hydraulic Inventory and Inspection Program – TAMS HydInfra
Ballroom		Kellie Thom, Engineering Specialist, MnDOT Bridge Hydraulics
			John Rivard, Transportation Operations Supervisor, MnDOT
MnDOT owns and maintains over 200,000 hydraulic assets including pipes (storm drain and culverts), hydraulic structures, ponds, basins and other drainage facilities. MnDOT’s inventory and inspection program uses multiple methods to capture and rate their hydraulic assets. This information is utilized in project planning, program budgeting and determining the overall state of their hydraulic infrastructure.

11:00a.m. – 12:00p.m.	General Session
			
			From Old to Updated: Navigating the Latest MN MUTCD and Field Manual Changes
Ballroom	Tiffany Kautz, Traffic Standards Engineer, MnDOT | Michelle Moser, State Work Zone Engineer, MnDOT
	This session provides an overview of the key changes to the Minnesota MUTCD and Field Manual and offers guidance on how to navigate the new editions. Attendees will learn what has been revised, helping them stay informed and aligned with current statewide standards.



12:00 p.m. 	Lunch, Education Session & Expo Door Prize Drawings, Roadeo and Skid Steer Results.

